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JAN STANDEN — WA SENIOR AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

DR K. STRATTON (Nedlands) [12.57 pm]: I stand today to celebrate and honour Jan Standen, the WA Senior 
Australian of the Year, and welcome her to the Speaker’s gallery today. Jan is the president of Grandparents Rearing 
Grandchildren WA, a charity run by and for grandparents who are raising their grandchildren full time. Under 
Jan’s stewardship, the organisation has grown rapidly, increasing its membership by over 40 per cent through active 
outreach and an effective communication strategy. Jan secured fit-for-purpose premises, giving GRG its first 
long-term home. Based in Warwick, the premises include a community space, playground, garden, meeting rooms, 
kitchen, offices and an op shop. Jan has developed meaningful relationships with key stakeholders, including state 
and federal members of Parliament, local governments, Rotary and Soroptimist International groups and service 
providers such as Wanslea. This also includes securing pro bono legal services for grandparent carers. Legal 
uncertainty is a pressing issue in providing secure and ongoing care and obtaining services for the grandchildren 
these grandparents care for. 
A significant issue for grandparent carers is poverty, with two-thirds living below the poverty line. Under Jan’s 
leadership, GRG offers a Foodbank of Western Australia pick-up centre, donations distribution service and an op 
shop that provides free clothing and toys. Jan is a passionate advocate for grandparent carers and the grandchildren 
they raise. She has lobbied state and federal governments through the A Fairer Future for Grandchildren campaign, 
and will continue to do so during the federal election campaign. While doing all this, Jan has also continued to 
raise her three grandchildren. 
Jan, best of luck for the national awards in January 2022, but we already know that you are a rock star! 
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